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Nineteen Rotary Clubs
& Individual Donors
Make a Difference
Michigan Rotary Clubs
District 6380

Rotary Club of Ann Arbor
Rotary Club of Ann Arbor North
Ann Arbor West Rotary Club
Rotary Club of Chelsea
Rotary Club of Dexter
Milan Rotary Club
Rotary Club of Mount Clemens
Rotary Club of Troy
Ypsilanti Rotary Club

North Carolina Rotary
Clubs District 7730

As Rotarians we all have reason to be proud of the
work we are doing globally. This project in particular
exemplifies our transformational impact around the
world. As we near completion of our second Global
Grant in Bumpeh Chiefdom, Sierra Leone, we want to
thank the Rotarians, Sherbro Foundation and
individuals who have made this incredible project
possible. These are challenging times as we grapple
with the pandemic, but we must never stop
supporting fragile communities at home and abroad.
With deep gratitude,
Mary Avrakotos, Ann Arbor Rotary
Cheryl Farmer, Ypsilanti Rotary & Sherbro Foundation
Dale Smith, Wilmington Rotary

Leland Area Rotary Club
Rotary Club of Shalotte
Rotary Club of South Brunswick
Islands
Wilmington Rotary Club
Wilmington Cape Fear Rotary Club
Wilmington East Rotary Club

Texas Rotary Clubs
District 5870

Rotary Club of Georgetown, Texas

District 5890

Rotary Club of Brazosport
Rotary Club of Gulfway/Hobby
Airport
Rotary Club of Humble
AND, 67 individual donors
contributed more than
$25,000 resulting in $37,500+
in matching support!

Growing A Community’s Future

Rosaline Kaimbay, Director of the Center for Community
Empowerment and Transformation (CCET) and Paramount
Chief Charles Caulker
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The following is a letter written by Paramount Chief
Charles Caulker for a Virtual Review of the project
conducted by Rotary International. He poignantly
expresses the importance of the project:

My dream for a better future for my
Chiefdom is gradually becoming a bold
reality. The dream calls for the empowerment and
transformation of Bumpeh Chiefdom through quality
education to produce a viable middle class capable of
efficiently delivering desired services and goods.
Arlene Golembiewski

Sherbro Foundation
Impact
Arlene Golembiewski, the
Director of Sherbro
Foundation met Chief
Caulker as a Peace Corps
volunteer in 1974. She has
since become his ally
supporting his work
through Sherbro
Foundation and partnering
with the Rotary Club of Ann
Arbor to implement two
Global Grants designed to
provide a sustainable
source of income to educate
children in the Chiefdom for
the foreseeable future.

Paramount Chief Charles Caulker
Growing A Community’s Future

Today, the Chiefdom boasts a sixty-acre orchard of diverse
economic tree crops that will mature in three years time for
harvest. The Orchard will fetch income to support and
sustain our education program at least for the life time of
the trees (many 20+ years), and even further with a solid
plan for tree replacement and orchard expansion.
Furthermore, the Center for Community Empowerment
and Transformation (CCET-SL) identified the development
of a total of fifty acres of inland valley swamp (IVS) that is
ongoing. Already eleven acres of IVS for growing vegetables
and rice have been completed with this grant, and will be

Here is the amazing storage facility that was built as part of the
project. It will house produce read for the market with proceeds used
to support educating children in Bumpeh Chiefdom. Left: Chief
Caulker leads by example/
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utilized to generate annual income to cover routine orchard
operating costs.
The demonstrated success of the initial eleven-acre IVS
planted with this Rotary Global Grant is attracting
government attention. We hope to build on this interest to
solicit support for expanding and developing the full fifty
acres. We plan to use this as a demonstration site to train
local people in improved growing techniques and in the
design of their own IVS for year-round water access.

The community has been energized by
seeing these accomplishments. They have begun
Students wear masks for a few
weeks of classes before national
exams take place in July and
August. Special classes target
6th and 9th graders; and 12th
graders seeking to pursue
higher education.

to take leadership of their own personal development
agendas. In short, they have been urged by the emerging
circumstances to double their efforts and become more
steadfast to their commitment to grow economic tree
crops. They’re recognizing this not only can this yield near
term income, but provide support to sustain them in their
retirement. Farmers are requesting chiefdom land be
approved for their own small orchards and asking for

tree seedlings from CCET-SL’s nursery.

What’s Next?
With a source of funding
for eduction priorities in
place, the Chief is now
conducting a needs
assessment and a plan for a
pilot project designed to
demonstrate effective
strategies to control
Malaria in rural areas of
the country. We will be
working with Rotarian
Malaria Partners and be
able to tap into Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation
support. But we also
hope to once again
seek the support of
Rotary Clubs and
individuals. Stay
tuned!

Growing A Community’s Future

This all points to a future where cottage industries can
add value to local produce by processing fruit into pulp
and juice, grinding cassava into gari and milling rice.
This can be the basis for a growing middle class based
on agriculture business.
Rotary International, acting on the initiative of the
Rotary Club of Ann Arbor, and together with Sherbro
Foundation–all in the USA–are the pillars behind this
huge achievement. Their support and funding of the
programs implemented by the CCET-SL have not only
been fruitful but instructive on the way forward in
mobilizing community members for current and
future development encounters. The less I speak on
their interventions the better for managing space in
this statement. Therefore, my Chiefdom
Administration, citizens and myself heartily thank
Rotary International, Rotarians, Sherbro Foundation
and individual supporters for their most cherished
contributions to advancing our aspirations. Our
present achievements would not have been possible
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without them. We recognize that their interventions
are most assuring, and we also wish to assure them
of our unflinching commitment and participation at
all times for our own good.
We love and look forward to working with them and
to meeting their expectations.
Paramount Chief Charles Caulker

350 local leaders including
section and village chiefs, heads
of men’s and women’s societies,
imams, youth leaders,
checkpoint workers and others
conducted practical
demonstrations throughout the
Chiefdom that included proper
hand washing and mask use.
Using locally known trainers
speaking their own language
invoked a level of trust,
something that encouraged
voluntary compliance.

Chief Caulker extends
his profound thanks to
Rotary International
and Sherbro
Foundation. Although
testing is limited, to
date there are no
known cases of COVID
in the Chiefdom.

Proactive and Strong Leadership For
Pandemic Response
In April Rotary International approved re-allocating

$4,000 from the Global Grant to help the Chief address the
challenge of the pandemic.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Growing A Community’s Future

Sherbro Foundation, our community partner, provided
over 9000 masks and the funding for 195 hand washing
stations.
Early on the Chief set up check points to monitor nonresidents entering the chiefdom.
By May the chiefdom passed bylaws requiring social
distancing and the use of face masks in public.
In June 13 safety teams comprised of local leaders and
health officials trained 350 local leaders throughout the
Chiefdom
July 1 school reconvened for three grades now due to
take national exams, pending the potential full reopening of schools in the fall.
Secondary school begins October 5th!
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